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LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
In front of Coram Library on the historic Quad, Associate Professor of Classical and Medieval Studies Margaret A. Imber 
addresses faculty members and new students. Titled “How Not to Fall in Love,” Imber’s talk used the rhetorical device 
“via negativa,” employing exaggerated arguments in support of one viewpoint to actually prove the opposite. The depart¬ 
ing class of 2008 chose Imber to give the faculty address at the Senior-Faculty dinner during Commencement Weekend 
in May, and honor that also includes welcoming the incoming students in the fall. The ceremony also featured speeches 
from President of the Student Body Paul Suitter ’09, College President Elaine Tuttle Hansen, and Dean of Faculty and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs Jill Reich, and a short blessing from Multifaith Chaplain Bill Blaine-Wallace. 
Bates Professor Offers Thoughts on Love 
Margaret Imber addresses Class of 2012 to start College's 154th Year 
Anonymous 
Donation 
Provides 
Natural Food 
Options 
SIMONE PATHE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
On the first day of classes, as stu¬ 
dents waited to fill up their plates from 
the salad, pizza and vegan bars, the line 
out the doors of Commons stretched 
close to North Bardwell Street. Batesies, 
first-years especially, may not realize 
why the food that’s worth waiting for in 
a twenty-minute line is so good. 
Two years ago, an anonymous 
alumnus donated $2.5 million to Bates 
to increase the consumption of local, 
natural and organic food and to de¬ 
crease the consumption of pre-pack¬ 
aged, additive-laden food that travels 
miles to get here and in doing so leaves 
a heavy carbon footprint. 
The grant was announced this sum¬ 
mer - once all of the construction was 
completed - to conincide with the 
opening of New Commons. 
Sitting in her sunny office, lined 
with cookbooks ranging from Gourmet 
to Martha Stewart and Tyler Florence to 
one with diabetic recipes, Director of 
Dining Services Christine Schwartz said 
proudly that the grant enabled Dining 
Services to “increase our local and natu¬ 
ral purchases by almost 7 percent from 
the academic year 06-07 to 07-08.” 
Last year, “28.8 percent of the food 
came from the state of Maine,” the defi¬ 
nition of “local” that was established by 
Dining Services. 
“Whatever the income is off of [the 
$2.5 million] - given what the market’s 
doing at any time - is actually what 
Dining Services receives,” clarified 
Schwartz. “If you take that increase and 
you look at it in terms of dollars, it actu¬ 
ally exceeds the revenue that we get off 
of this endowment,” she said. 
The grant has so far led to what 
Schwartz calls “three large initiatives” 
that have incorporated organic food 
into the menu and enhanced commu¬ 
nity partnerships. 
First, Bates has invested in Cold 
Spring Ranch, owned by Bates alums 
Gabe and Amanda Clark ’02. They sup¬ 
ply grass-fed organic ground beef for 
the popular Friday night hamburgers. 
When the old Commons closed, Bates 
donated the refrigerators and freezers 
to Cold Spring to save them from hav¬ 
ing to pay rent for freezer space in a 
slaughterhouse. 
A second local business, Spelt Right 
Baking Company, owned by Beth 
George ’85, supplies Commons with 
organic and spelt bagels - including 
Schwartz’s favorite everything bagel 
- and pizza crust. The grant allowed 
Bates to become Spelt Right’s first col¬ 
legiate customer. As with Cold Spring 
Ranch, “when [Spelt Right] opened their 
bakery they were able to take equip¬ 
ment from the old [Commons] facil¬ 
ity to be able to furnish theirs,” said 
Schwartz. 
Summit Spring bottled water, now 
a staple at campus barbecues and lec- 
See LOCAL FOODS, page 4 
NAIMA MURPHY 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Incoming first-years were ceremoni¬ 
ously welcomed into the Bates commu¬ 
nity on Wednesday, Sept. 3- Professor 
Margaret Imber, a member of the Clas¬ 
sical and Medieval Studies department, 
prefaced her keynote address at the 
College's 154th Convocation with reas¬ 
suring words: “banish self doubt and 
insecurity,” she said. “You belong here. 
You’re already one of us.” 
As over 500 members of the newly 
inducted class sat, eyes fixed and ears 
attuned to the advice of teachers and 
peers, Professor Imber told a tongue- 
in-cheek cautionary tale of “how not to 
fall in love”. 
Imber described a love that is differ¬ 
ent than what many are taught to imag¬ 
ine: one that “is not erotic. Although if 
[we] are lucky, it will be quite exciting.” 
Finding that consuming love, one that 
corrupts both body and soul, is the real 
reason for being in college, according to* 
Imber. “You are here at Bates to find an 
idea, a problem, a poem or a project in 
which you will become interested, and 
then engaged and finally enthralled,” 
she said 
And while she refused to suggest 
how to find this kind of love while at 
Bates, Imber offered a few ways for stu¬ 
dents to absolutely avoid the dangers 
of love. Not falling in love, she said, 
would be “never to open the doors in 
your soul and walk through them to a 
journey that will transform your life.” 
Imber’s rules for not falling in love 
were straightforward, based on the in¬ 
dividual and spontaneous decisions 
that each student faces during a college 
career. 
The first instruction was to always 
listen to parents' opinions on which 
“date” is the best choice. Are your par¬ 
ents sure that biochemistry is where 
your heart belongs? Take their word 
for it, she urged. Keep quiet about how 
musical theater makes your heart sing. 
Avoid that horrible conversation with 
your chemist parents about how you 
want to major in theater and minor in 
dance. Otherwise, you might get com¬ 
mitted; you might fall in love with the 
stage. 
“If you study what they desire,” Im¬ 
ber advised, “you will never risk having 
a passion of your own. You’ll stay safely 
out of love.” 
If disobedience of Imber’s first car¬ 
nal rule is unavoidable, she provided 
back ups: “If you never call her after 
the first date, you can be darn sure 
you won’t fall in love,” she quipped, to 
laughs from the audience. 
The academic equivalent of this 
rule encourages students not to browse 
suggested readings, invest extra time, or 
even apply for a fellowship to further 
engage in the discipline for which they 
may have disobeyed their parents. If 
they don't let themselves become inter¬ 
ested, they will not fall in love. 
The third and last chance students 
have to avoid love, Imber said, is by al¬ 
ways breaking up after the first fight. 
“Difficult experiences test nascent love,” 
she warned, so never return after a pa¬ 
per gone wrong or a rough presenta¬ 
tion. A student can only find true love 
by running back to gives a budding in¬ 
terest a second, or third, chance. 
This year’s keynote address was a 
“lesson” on how to turn this liberal arts 
college students chose to attend into a 
four-year path of career certification. “I 
hope these rules and corollaries help 
you,” said Imber. “If you follow them 
carefully, you’ll find that in four years 
you'll have ... transformed your College 
education into the equivalent of ‘Think¬ 
ing for Dummies...’.” 
“If you break my rules, however, 
you may fall in love, and in that love 
fin£i a transformative experience that 
will give you the will, and the strength, 
and the skill to engage the world and 
change it into a better place.” 
While Professor Imber’s speech was 
directed towards this year’s freshman 
class, it noted important guidelines for 
all classes, new and returning. So many 
students at Bates have fallen in love al¬ 
ready, Imber’s address told the rest of 
the students how. “I wish you peace,” 
she noted, “and most of all, I wish you 
love.” 
Bates Thinks 
About Food: 
Theme For the 
Year to “Nourish” 
All Aspects of 
Student Life 
ALEXANDRA KELLY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
In May, President Elaine Tuttle 
Hansen announced a theme for this 
academic year: “Nourishing Body and 
Mind: Bates Contemplates Food.” In¬ 
spired by both the completion of the 
new Dining Commons and a $2.5 mil¬ 
lion grant anonymously awarded to 
Dining Services for the purchase of 
local food (See DONATION, left), the 
theme will be the focus for activities 
and lectures throughout the year. 
The theme of food ties together key 
Bates values, including commitments to 
environmental sustainability, social re¬ 
sponsibility and intellectual vigor. “With 
food as the thread that connects us, to 
each other and to our larger commu¬ 
nity, we will spend the next year cele¬ 
brating and conterpplating more deeply 
the ways that gathering together around 
food enhances and supports the Col¬ 
lege’s mission,” President Hansen said 
in May. 
Environmental impact was a key 
consideration in the construction of 
the new Dining Commons, and sustain¬ 
ability remains a priority for Christine 
Schwartz, Director of Dining Services. 
The building, which is made of recy¬ 
cled and “green” building materials, is 
designed to use minimal electricity and 
water, and Dining Services makes its 
purchases with environmental impact 
in mind. 
“You just need to think about how 
you’re doing it. I think people just 
equate ‘organic’ with more expen¬ 
sive, which usually is the case, so they 
equate ‘green’ with more expensive — 
when it is not the case,” Schwartz said 
in August. 
Whenever possible, Dining Services 
buys from or works with local busi¬ 
nesses and suppliers, but food-based 
community involvement also extends 
beyond Commons. Through the Har- 
ward Center for Community Partner¬ 
ships, students have the opportunity 
to volunteer with organizations such as 
Lots to Gardens and the Trinity Jubilee 
Center soup kitchen. 
With the other partners in the 
Downtown Education Collaborative 
(DEC), students and faculty from Bates 
have undertaken the Community Food 
Assessment. Working with Lots to 
Gardens, the Maine Nutrition Center, 
and Sisters of Charity Health System, 
the collaborative is researching nutri¬ 
tion needs and resources in downtown 
Lewiston-Auburn. 
“Food and eating touch every aspect 
of living together in a community,” said 
President Hansen in an interview with 
the Communications office in August. 
“Because what we eat, how we grow 
and harvest and prepare it, whether 
we eat alone or we eat with people — 
in all these choices we’re expressing 
something about our identity and our 
See FOCUS, page 4 
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Freshman Class Boasts Record Numbers 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Twenty-seven more students than 
anticipated decided to attend Bates this 
year, leaving the college in a housing 
crisis of its own this summer. Colleges 
and universities almost always accept 
more students than can actually ma¬ 
triculate with the understanding that a 
large number will enroll in other insti¬ 
tutions. Admissions offices also rely on 
“melting.” 
The “melt” is how faculty members 
describe admitted students who have 
made their deposits but end up with¬ 
drawing to attend other institutions, 
presumably due to acceptance off wait¬ 
lists. In the past few years the melt has 
tended to be in the high 30s and low 
40s with 38 last year and 36 the year 
before. But the class of 2012’s melt was 
only 19 students. 
“It seemed that [the melt] might go 
up this year because of conversations 
with other colleges going to their wait¬ 
list,” said Dean of Admissions Wylie 
Mitchell, but it turned out that many 
colleges, Bates included, did not turn to 
their waitlists at all. Nobody withdrew 
to got to Bowdoin or Colby, the two 
schools besides Middlebury to which 
Bates loses most of its melt. 
The goal for this year was a class of 
495 first-years and 20 transfer students. 
However, the new student enrollment is 
525 first-years and 18 new transfer stu¬ 
dents, or 5.2 percent over the target. 
The Student Housing Office at¬ 
tempts to group first-years together 
in what it calls first-year centers, such 
as Parker and Page ground floors. In 
order to house the surplus first-years 
while maintaining the first-year centers, 
the Housing Office had to displace 35 
sophomores and juniors living in Parker 
and Page. 
Even with the new residential hall 
at 280 College, the problem of where to 
put these displaced students remained. 
Starting in early July, multiple depart¬ 
ments on campus including the Physical 
Plant, the Dean of Students, the Dean 
of Faculty, Human Resources, and the 
Housing Office identified Bates-owned 
houses and apartments that could be 
available for students in the fall. 
Even though Bates faculty and staff 
usually rent the houses and apartments, 
Assistant Dean of Students Erin Foster 
Zsiga felt that “everyone was incredibly 
supportive” in providing more housing 
for the students. 
“The term ‘available’ is used loosely 
here. Some of these houses were oc¬ 
cupied and not available for us to start 
our work until [late July] and into Au¬ 
gust,” said Physical Plant Co-Director 
See HOUSING CRUNCH, page 4 
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Palin the Populist? Myths and Realities of the First-year Experience 
REGINA TAVANI 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
Ever since the Mc¬ 
Cain campaign’s shock¬ 
ing pick of Sarah Palin 
for the Republican vice 
presidential nominee two weeks ago, the 
media has had a field day tearing apart 
and poking fun at every bit of the scant 
body of knowledge the public has been 
able to gather on her following her sud¬ 
den rise from obscurity. We’ve heard 
about her moose hunting skills, her es¬ 
capades as a beauty queen, her fight to 
remove polar bears from the Endangered 
Species Act to allow for more drilling in 
Alaska. We know she’s a member of the 
NRA, and that she could be facing some 
legal troubles after her controversial dis¬ 
missal of a public official for refusing to 
fire a state trooper who had divorced 
her sister. We’ve heard about her infant 
son with Down syndrome and the recent 
revelation that her 17-year-old daughter, 
Bristol, is pregnant. 
Yet here is where the free and open 
dialogue on the vice presidential nomi¬ 
nee becomes strained and finally comes 
to a halt: Palin’s capabilities as a mother. 
Republicans and Democrats alike are at¬ 
tempting to place a ban on discussing 
Palin as a mother, largely out of fear of 
sexism. We have been told that in the in¬ 
terest of feminism it is wrong to question 
Palin’s abilities as a mother while being 
vice president, that to do so is imposing 
a double standard. Although one’s par¬ 
enting skills should not inherently affect 
one’s campaign, the extent to which Pa¬ 
lin has invoked those skills as a major 
qualification for her office requires us to 
shed those fears and look at her mater¬ 
nity a bit more closely. 
Palin has carefully painted an image 
of herself as a certain type of woman, 
and it is from that image that she has 
gained the majority of her support. Yet 
is this image, that of Palin as “just your 
average hockey mom,” anywhere close 
to the truth? If the answer is no, then we 
have a hypocrite on our hands, and per¬ 
haps one of the most glaring attempts at 
populism the Republicans have ever at¬ 
tempted. The Republican Party is forever 
trying to paint its candidates as “com¬ 
mon men” and “common women,” not 
caring what lengths they must go to do 
so. This time, they’ve essentially placed 
the nation in jeopardy, ignoring McCain’s 
age and fragile condition and thus the 
imperativeness of picking a more experi¬ 
enced running mate. Instead they chose 
Palin, the “God and guns” mother of five, 
to win over blue-collar voters in middle 
America along with Hillary defectors. 
The reality, though, is that Palin has little 
in common with blue-collar mothers or 
the conservative base at all, which makes 
the Republicans’ attempt at populism yet 
again nothing but a shameless sham. 
Critics have wasted no time lambast¬ 
ing Michelle Obama as a mother, claim¬ 
ing that her own mother has been the 
one primarily responsible for her two 
daughters since their parents have been 
on the campaign trail. From a feminist 
perspective, these statements are unfair. 
The way in which Michelle Obama raises 
her children is her own choice, and if she 
herself is too busy to devote her entire 
life to her daughters, then that is none 
of the public’s business. Working moth¬ 
ers can only do so much. Yet it is the 
precise opposite of this statement that 
has been used to defend Palin. Working 
mothers, we are told, can do everything! 
They must be able to, if the wonderful 
Palin can raise not three, not four, but 
five children, including one with Down 
syndrome, and still be governor of Alas¬ 
ka. During her speech at the Republican 
National Convention, Palin proudly re¬ 
counted her experience on her children’s 
PTA, again invoking the “hockey mom” 
analogy. Palin, we are told, is just like 
every “small town” (a phrase she used 
with a ferocious zeal during her speech) 
working class American mom, facing 
real struggles such as raising a child with 
disabilities, a son leaving for Iraq and a 
pregnant daughter. But upon closer ex¬ 
amination, Palin's lifestyle and actions 
prove that she is not in fact this mother 
of small town populist celebration. More 
importantly, if she does become vice 
president of the United States or one day 
president, she simply cannot be the type 
of mother she attempts to portray. And 
that is not sexism. That is fact. 
A woman working a stressful, full¬ 
time job cannot single-handedly raise 
five children. Ask any mother who has 
been there. She will need extensive help, 
whether that be from her spouse, par¬ 
ents, daycares, nannies or au pairs. It is 
likely that she will have to sacrifice much 
quality time with her kids and will not 
always make it to their games or activi¬ 
ties. Perhaps Sarah Palin is Superwoman, 
but I have a hunch that all of this PTA- 
talk refers to an era predating her time 
as governor (after all, she’s only held the 
position for a year and a half). If any 
person truly believes that Trig is receiv¬ 
ing the attention every Down syndrome 
child needs from his now extremely-busy 
mother, they are simply misinformed. Pa¬ 
lin went back to work three days after he 
was bom. It’s admirable that Palin chose 
not to abort her son when she learned of 
his condition, but doesn’t “pro-life” mean 
more than “pro-birth”? What kind of life 
will her son have if his mother is busy in 
the White House during his early years? 
Palin has been trying to sell herself as the 
anti-“career woman,” the anti-Michelle 
Obama, but how many average hockey 
moms can say they have a major stake in 
the fate of a nation? 
It is possible Sarah Palin didn’t really 
know what she was getting herself into 
when she got that last minute phone call 
from John McCain. A few months ago, 
she asked in a CNBC interview what 
exactly it was the vice president even 
did. To that end, I have to say that Dick 
Cheney has set a pretty impressive prec¬ 
edent for her. That precedent will mean a 
tremendous time commitment on Palin’s 
part, one even larger than she faced as 
governor. She will need even more help 
than she has now (which includes, it is 
safe to assume, a nanny at the very least). 
“Small town” mothers do not have staffs 
of au pairs at their beck and call. Unlike 
See McCain’s VP Pick, page 3 
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JAMIE CRAGNOLINE 
STAFF WRITER 
In light of the arriv¬ 
al of the Class of 2012,1 
would like to go over 
a few common beliefs 
about the Bates experi¬ 
ence that are not actually rooted in truth. 
I acknowledge that not everyone may 
experience these scenarios themselves, 
but drawing from information obtained 
from a wide base of volunteers, namely 
myself, I have found that a number of 
these widely-held beliefs appear to be 
no more than myth. 
Fiction: I am going to go to the gym 
every day. 
Fact: I commend all of those who 
start out the year with such a man¬ 
tra, myself included. Truth 
be told, you may uphold 
this regiment for two 
weeks, maybe three 
if you are truly 
dedicated. Soon 
after, going 
to the gym 
will fall by 
the wayside 
with all the 
other things 
that you once 
thought you 
needed to do 
on a daily ba¬ 
sis: watch TV, 
read for pleasure, 
bathe, etc. 
Fiction. I am 
going to keep my 
room clean. 
Fact: This is one of the 
most infamous rumors of all time. Sure, 
your room may look brand spanking 
new because, well, it is. In a few weeks 
time, you will have begun accumulat¬ 
ing “stuff.” Said “stuff’ will soon begin 
to creep all over your room, oozing out 
from under your bed, climbing up the 
furniture and eventually sliding out the 
door. You will soon realize how point¬ 
less it is to put away clean laundry when 
you are just going to remove it from 
your closet again to wear it. Along the 
same lines, why put books on the shelf 
or food back in the refrigerator? You can 
probably say goodbye to the clean room 
before you say goodbye to the gym. 
Fiction: I am not going to procras¬ 
tinate. 
Fact: No one doubts that you used 
to be on top of your game, taking care 
of assignments weeks in advance. Once 
you begin doing all the readings, essays, 
responses, blogs, projects, quizzes, tests, 
labs, drawings and other numerous as¬ 
signments for all of your classes - at the 
same time - they will not seem so cute 
and manageable as when they were list¬ 
ed on the syllabi. Certain things will be 
ignored until the last possible minute, 
no matter how responsible you may be. 
Things don’t seem so immediate any¬ 
more. Soon 
KELLY G0LL0GLY/THE BATES STUDENT 
you may be congratulating yourself for 
starting at midnight an essay due at 8 
a.m. the next day. It could be worse. 
Fiction: I am going to call my fam¬ 
ily on a regular basis. 
Fact: No one is saying that you don’t 
love your parents. You may even miss 
them some of the time. You will begin 
the year intending to call them regularly 
to catch up on life and all that. Soon you 
will find, however, that you will only be 
calling your family when a) you need 
to figure out how to fix something me¬ 
chanical or b) you need money. It may 
sound horrible, but it’s the truth. Mom 
and Dad, I love you. 
Fiction: I will go to meetings for all 
the clubs I signed up for at the activi¬ 
ties fair. 
Fact: We are all very zealous and 
thus we sign up for every club we hear 
about. But you can admit, you were 
accosted at the fair by people wearing 
leotards, Speedos and, well, nothing. 
You were intoxicated with sounds and 
sights and smells. You were pressured 
into signing up for those clubs. Or per¬ 
haps you did want to sign up, and you 
still have grand plans for participating 
in them all. However, soon the e-mails 
will begin flooding your inbox and sud¬ 
denly, nothing will sound as enticing as 
it once did. No one will hold it 
against you. 
Fiction: I will get sick of 
Commons food. 
Fact: People at other schools 
may not be so fortunate, but it 
is safe to say that you will not 
get sick of eating at Commons. 
Who can find fault with a cereal 
selection so large that you can 
have a different kind every 
day for five weeks? From 
the omelet bar to 
the brick oven to 
the vegan bar, it is 
hard to find fault 
with Commons 
food. If you do get 
stuck in a Com- 
, , mons rut, just 
get creative. The 
toaster oven and 
microwave are great for 
making your own concoctions. 
Those that complain only lack 
imagination. 
Fiction: I will have to deal with 
horrible Maine weather. 
Fact: If you haven’t noticed, it’s still 
pretty much summer out there. The se¬ 
cret is, Fall semester at Bates is gorgeous. 
One can still sport flip-flops, shorts and 
sundresses for weeks to come, but don’t 
do it into November - that’s not socially 
acceptable. But the nice weather will 
prevail. Snow may not even show up 
until second semester, much to the dis¬ 
may of winter sports enthusiasts. 
Fiction: I am going to enjoy Bates, 
meet lots of great people and have a 
wonderful four years. 
Fact: Well, this one is hopefully 
true. 
Assessing the Cost of a Bates Education 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Before they sent 
us our separate ways 
towards home, the ad¬ 
visors on my abroad 
program to Ecuador 
warned us about the reverse culture 
shock we might experience when we ar¬ 
rived in the United States: no one would 
greet us when we walked into CVS, they 
assured us. We couldn’t yell to the driver 
whenever we wanted to get off a bus, 
and it might be unlikely that our whole 
family would come home for lunch. 
What they didn’t prepare me for, how¬ 
ever, was the letter from Bates laying on 
my kitchen table when I returned home 
in June. This letter declared the compre¬ 
hensive fee for the 2008-2009 academic 
year to be $49,350 and was accompa¬ 
nied by a couple of applications for stu¬ 
dent loans and an information booklet 
that promised me a 100 percent refund 
should I choose to withdraw from Bates 
before the first day of classes. 
For more than a fleeting moment, 
1 actually considered it. It wasn’t that I 
was unused to seeing tremendous price 
tags attached to my education; the new 
comprehensive fee represents a some¬ 
what understandable (given the rising 
cost of fuel) increase of 5.4% from last 
year. It wasn’t even that I felt the sum 
was unreasonable or unjust; the letter 
explained that Bates’ comparatively low 
endowment forces the school to depend 
more heavily on tuition for its revenue 
and that, despite the financial pinch, the 
college had budgeted 6.9% more of its 
funds to financial aid. 
I believe, then, that my shock over 
the new cost of attending Bates had 
less to do with changes the college had 
made and more to do with changes I 
myself had undergone: after studying for 
a semester outside of the United States, 
I found it increasingly difficult to justify 
spending almost fifty thousand dollars 
on one year of one student’s education 
- especially my own. 
Although 748 Bates students re¬ 
ceived some form of financial aid in 
the 2007-2008 school year, 996 students 
didn’t (Bates Facts). By doing some rough 
calculations based on the near-$50,000 
tuition, you can figure that five of these 
students represent about a million dol¬ 
lars over their four years and that all 996 
of them represent almost two-hundred 
million dollars. It would be possible to 
do the calculations for the 43% of Bates 
students who receive financial aid, but 
I’m neither mathematically-inclined nor 
motivated enough to figure that one out. 
The bottom line is that Bates is shuffling 
around a whole lot of bills in order to 
produce about 460 graduates a year. 
To be fair, there are worse things 
that can be done with money. Beyonce 
recently spent slightly more than a Bates 
tuition ($52,000) on a Louis Vuitton 
handbag (vhl.com) and, in 1982, Steven 
Spielberg paid $50,000 for the Rose¬ 
bud sled from the movie Citizen Kane 
(boston.com). However, after spending 
four months in a place where lunch cost 
$1.50 and taxi rides rarely crept above 
$5, I became less convinced that a di¬ 
ploma was the best thing that a person 
could buy with $200,000. 
Just to guilt you a little with dis¬ 
tressful statistics, in August the World 
Bank revealed that there are 1.4 billion 
people in the world living in extreme 
poverty (the number is up from 1 billion 
based on the World Bank’s determina¬ 
tion that “extreme poverty” means living 
on less than $1.25 a day rather than $1). 
Therefore, for 1.4 billion of the world’s 
people, my $50,000 annual Bates tuition 
represents what a person could survive 
on for 110 years. 
I have always known about gross 
economic inequalities; I guess what 
has changed for me is that I now see 
correcting them as less theoretical. Al¬ 
though we often view the rebalancing of 
the world’s resources as the task of gov¬ 
ernment, there is actually a lot that can 
be done on a personal scale. In Ecua¬ 
dor, the family I lived with for a month 
used the $300 my program paid them 
for hosting me to buy a cow. Upon re¬ 
turning, I saw no reason - except for the 
minor roadblock of my parents - why 
I couldn't take the many thousands of 
dollars allotted to my Bates education 
and spend it on a whole herd of cows. 
Certainly that would be more useful than 
a bunch of knowledge about Chaucer or 
Virginia Woolf. 
A few months ago, forfeiting a col¬ 
lege education to buy a herd of cows 
seemed crazy, but now doing the op¬ 
posite almost seems crazier. The truth is, 
whether we pay the full tuition or not, 
nearly all of us do pay something to go 
to Bates, and that something could just 
as plausibly be spent on medical equip¬ 
ment or school construction or livestock 
as it is spent on four classes and access 
to the vegan bar at Commons. Although 
this decision is usually made subcon¬ 
sciously, by going to Bates we are essen¬ 
tially deciding that our own education 
is more important than a whole host of 
other things. 
So, since I never did end up taking 
Bates up on her offer for a full refund, I 
might as well explain why I’m here. My 
first excuse is that, since I already in¬ 
vested three years of tuition prior to my 
epiphany, it would be an even bigger 
waste of money to pull out now. My sec¬ 
ond, worse excuse is that I am a slave 
to societal conventions that force me to 
buy admission to Ladd Library instead of 
cows. And my third, most selfish excuse 
is that I rather like it here in Lewiston 
and will probably have to be pried out 
of my dorm room to go to graduation. 
However, if .there’s anything that 
leaving Bates for a semester has taught 
me, it’s that money can go a very long 
way in certain circumstances. I now 
consider the high cost of my Bates edu¬ 
cation to reflect a great responsibility. In 
other words, if I get an education worth 
$200,000, I better do something mean¬ 
ingful with it. 
I think that the fact that Bates’ en¬ 
dowment of $275 million is half of Col¬ 
by’s $600 million and a third of Bow- 
doin’s $830 million is actually good 
news. It suggests that Bates graduates 
are doing the low-paying dirty work of 
social justice and that much of the mon¬ 
ey they do make is not going back into 
the Bates Fund. Perhaps to the dismay 
of the folks in the Office of College Ad¬ 
vancement, come this May, I’m sure that 
many of us will take our very expensive 
diplomas and join our fellow socially- 
conscious alums. 
r 
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The September Revolution of 2008 
MARIAM ALAM 
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR 
As a junior returning to the 
small, familiar campus of Bates 
College, I had some basic pre¬ 
conceptions and expectations of 
what I would encounter in my 
first week of school: the infinite 
“Hey! How are you? Great! How was your summer?” 
conversations with smiles permanently plastered 
across everyone’s faces; the excruciating process 
of packing, moving in and unpacking, as well as 
the slightly less painful process of room decorating; 
the hundreds of dollars spent on books that may 
barely be opened; the sunny, relaxed grace week 
that allows us all to fool ourselves into thinking that 
it’s still summer, just in a different location (or that 
maybe this semester will be just like Short Term); 
the excitement and trepidation of new classes; the 
endless shuffling of schedules and the clogging of 
Garnet Gateway. 
And I was correct in assuming that all of these 
characteristics of a new school year would again re¬ 
peat, and then fade away as the reality of the gruel¬ 
ing semester set in. But what I, along with many 
other “seasoned” Bates students (as professors love 
to say), failed to foresee was the complete disman¬ 
tling of the social order that had previously existed 
at Bates. Karl Marx has come to Lewiston. A revolu¬ 
tion has taken place. 
What warrants such a dramatic description of this 
new academic year? Perhaps the seeming return to 
the dark ages of old Commons, when lines stretched 
out the door as students waited for their turn to eat. 
Noon at new Commons now sees lines of hungry 
youths stretched halfway to PGill as students eagerly 
await their turn to scramble for the pizza and sand¬ 
wiches that disappear as soon as they are served. 
And What of the complete geographical rear¬ 
rangement of our established living quarters? Jocks 
infiltrating the Frye Street area, even taking up 
homes at Oak and Elm and Shapiro? JB no longer a 
Security hot spot? Campus sprawl into nearby Lewis¬ 
ton neighborhoods? Traditional faculty housing now 
occupied by sophomores? Did I hear music playing 
from Adams last Saturday night? 
Be warned: Bates has been held by its feet, 
shaken upside down and asked to right itself in a 
dizzying and blurry new world. While Bates has 
always described itself as a cohesive and welcom¬ 
ing community, this semester may well serve as the 
first test of this widely advertised promo. Although 
we have all previously coexisted peacefully in our 
separate regions of campus, we have now been 
thrown together into a situation that challenges us 
to live up to our Bates name. 
But what could be the possible causes of such 
drastic social changes? The ever-befuddling housing 
lottery may be partly to blame. Or perhaps envy of 
one another’s turf. The homey Frye Street houses are 
certainly a more attractive alternative to the dormi¬ 
tory hallways permanently filled with the stench of 
rank beer. At the same time, expectations of another 
lovely Maine winter could encourage others to relo¬ 
cate closer to the center of campus. 
Although these forces may have played a role in 
the reordering of campus structure this semester, the 
bigger culprit seems to be the over-admission of this 
year’s freshmen. The Class of 2012, to the surprise of 
even the Office of Admissions, consists of approxi¬ 
mately 90 more students than the typical Bates class. 
And who can blame these eager young minds? It’s 
not their fault that they recognized Bates as the great 
academic institution that it is. Far from being embit¬ 
tered by the increased number of freshmen hordes, 
we upperclassmen should be flattered that so many 
desired to become a part of our community. 
Nevertheless the addition of 100 students to our 
small bubble presents a huge space issue that must 
be addressed. The way I see it there are four pos¬ 
sible options. One, ETH and the rest of “the man” 
can randomly oust 100 Bates students. Or, in ac¬ 
cord with our egalitarian beginnings, the student 
body can vote 100 people “off the island.” Maybe 
we could even get MTV to make a reality TV show 
out of it (Flava Flav and Tila Tequila are running out 
of options. Let’s bring in some new material). Third, 
if no on else is willing to take responsibility, I, my¬ 
self, will rise to the challenge and compose a list of 
the 100 people I dislike most at Bates College and 
who should, therefore, be dismissed (just kidding). 
If the first three options are decided to be unethical, 
I guess we could all just swallow our pride and at¬ 
tempt to deal with the changes and maturation our 
beloved school is going through. 
If we wish to live up to our image as a cozy lib¬ 
eral arts college, Bates must go through a little social 
puberty. In order to become the open and united 
community that we claim to be, we, as a student 
body, must absorb these changes and work to adjust 
to them. Though “bros” and “hippies” may be ini¬ 
tially hesitant about commingling, we have to burst 
the smaller bubbles within our Bates bubble if we 
actually want to realize our goal of becoming open- 
minded and accepting. 
So freshmen, while you certainly will still be 
made fun of for your tendency to travel in packs 
and wear your IDs in lanyards around your necks, 
thank you for causing a little bit of a wave in the 
previously stagnant Bates community, and welcome 
to your first year at Bates. 
More leis, fewer 
people getting laid. 
They’re baaaack. 
Quality bonding 
with floormates: 
mandatory. 
Is it still Short Term? 
Luau replaces Foam ^ 
Dance 
Undercover cops at 
campus parties 
Hurricane Hanna rains ^ /|s 
out first Saturday 
night 
First week of classes Is 
McCain’s VP Choice Reveals GOP’s Need 
to Win Over a Dying Conservative Base 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
Palin, they can’t afford them. This shouldn’t be an 
issue for her, though, who with the three houses she 
owns will bring the grand total of property holdings 
on the Republican ticket up to 10. Less fortunate 
mothers would struggle in terms of time and money 
to support a daughter with a baby; they might even 
be forced to turn her away. Palin seems to have little 
understanding or sympathy for such situations given 
her decision to slash state spending that provided 
housing for teen mothers last year. It is true that 
what happened to Bristol could happen to anyone, 
but when it happens to the daughter of someone 
who so unabashedly supports Christian values and 
abstinence-only sex education, one begins to ques¬ 
tions Palin’s efficacy as a moral role model to her 
children. 
There are plenty of reasons, justified and un¬ 
justified, to dislike Sarah Palin. For one, she doesn’t 
believe humans are responsible for climate change 
and has no interest in the environment. She sup¬ 
ports hunting wolves, highly developed and sensi¬ 
tive animals, from planes, which has proven an abu¬ 
sive practice, yet is against abortion even in the case 
of rape or incest. She has a beehive hair-do and with 
her accent could’ve easily landed a role in “Fargo” or 
“Drop Dead Gorgeous.” The one reason to love her 
- that she is a Church-going small-town Wal-Mart 
mom of five rather than an arugula-eating upstart 
from Hawaii with a funny name - is a fabrication 
much in the tradition of the “Yale to y’all” Dubya of 
’00 and ’04. If Sarah Palin is now more of a career 
woman than a traditional mother, who must often 
turn her children over to the care of others, that is 
her prerogative. But to continue to parade herself as 
something else, to take stabs at the so-called liberal 
elite and their social values and pretend to repre¬ 
sent the small town American mother, is a lie. Sadly, 
though, it would not be the first lie the Republicans 
have fed to the public to win over the “lunch pail” 
demographic the Democrats struggle with. And in 
the last eight years, we’ve seen the disastrous con¬ 
sequences of the choice made by the millions of 
Americans who believed that lie. 
Blue-blooded George Bush, Andover alum and 
Skull and Bonesman, may look like the kind of guy 
you want to sit down and have a beer with, but he’s 
not. Sarah Palin may look like the mother sitting 
next to you at the PTA meeting, but she is not - at 
least not anymore. Only when the media can over¬ 
come its fear of being labeled as sexist, however, 
can America have an open and honest dialogue 
about the particular brand of populism Republicans 
are tiying to market through Palin. Whether that fear 
can be overcome in time for a dialogue to occur is 
questionable, and if it is not, it is likely the Ameri¬ 
can people could again face a political disaster, all 
in the name of the Republican Party’s typical com¬ 
mon man, or in this particular instance, a common 
woman-sham 
Welcome Back Bates Students! 
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News in Brief 
Hansen Updates Students 
and Faculty with “A 
Letter from the President” 
In “A letter from the president,” released in Commons last Wednesday, Elaine 
Tuttle Hansen addressed the Bates community as a whole in a document that 
expanded on her comments at Convocation. She focused on the changes that 
are currently occurring at the college. 
In the first section of the letter, President Hansen describes what the ad¬ 
ministration accomplished last year. The process started with just “175 faculty, 
staff and students” discussing the “College’s aspirations,” and has now been 
organized into four working groups dealing with “the need to (1) clarify Bates’ 
priorities and refresh the ways we communicate to various constituencies about 
the college; (2) ask how learning in all of its forms might be strengthened and 
improved; (3) consider new forms of encouragement and support for teaching 
and scholarship, and (4) think about ways to strengthen the College community 
and our ties outside the College overall.” 
The four working groups presented a joint report to the Steering Commit¬ 
tee last June. The report contained “39 issues and 87 recommendations” for the 
administration to consider. 
The administration has chosen to start this process by addressing three cru¬ 
cial issues: “Learning at Bates,” “Natural sciences and mathematics in the liberal 
arts,” and “The arts in a college community.” 
The general initiative of Learning at Bates will be guided by a commitment 
“to creative, adventurous and rigorous inquiry.” The administration is clearly 
investing in support mechanisms for students who would like to seek assistance. 
This goal is embodied by the establishment of a “Center for Teaching and Learn¬ 
ing.” 
Through the Natural sciences and mathematics in liberal arts initiative, Bates 
is recognizing the increased importance of “scientific reasoning, laboratory ex¬ 
perience and quantitative literacy.” 
Lastly, Bates is attempting to create “a vibrant intellectual and cultural com¬ 
munity” by investing more in the arts. The administration would like to motivate 
students to “develop individual creativity” and also to bring in several guest art¬ 
ists to inspire the student body and to connect with the community. 
In the final portion of the letter, President Hansen invites everyone to par¬ 
ticipate in the process of changing Bates. Students, faculty and staff can give 
feedback in open meetings, on websites and on initiative teams. Bates is shifting 
many of its policies and priorities, and the administration would appreciate the 
help of the always-insightful student body. 
-MA TT MARIENTHAL/THE BA TES STUDENT 
Bates Alum Peter Carlisle 
Keeps Michael Phelps 
Centered in the Spotlight 
With the Summer Olympics over for another four years, record-breaking 
swimmer Michael Phelps could easily fade from the public eye until 2012. It’s 
the job of his agent, Peter Carlisle ’91, to make sure that doesn’t happen. 
The Director of marketing group Octagon’s Olympics and Action Sports 
Division in Portland, Carlisle has been Phelps’ agent for six years. Even before 
Phelps won six gold medals at the Athens Olympics in 2004, Carlisle was work¬ 
ing to develop a long-term marketing strategy to keep him “relevant” between 
major swimming competitions. 
Though four years ago it was impossible to predict Phelps’ success at the 
2008 Olympics in Beijing, Carlisle and Phelps started building his appeal in 
China early, gradually increasing his exposure to Chinese consumers. In the 
fall of 2004, Carlisle created a deal with Matsunichi, a company based in Hong 
Kong, so that Phelps’ presence in Asia would be through an Asian company 
rather than an American one. 
After Athens, Carlisle helped Phelps and fellow swimmers Lenny Krayzel- 
berg and Ian Crocker to develop Disney’s “Swim with the Stars.” The program, 
which runs camps for swimmers of all ages, was the first-ever post-Olympic 
swimming tour. 
As the public face of Matunichi, a maker of MP3 players, and with endorse¬ 
ments from Speedo, Phelps was making an estimated $5 million annually before 
this year’s Olympics. While in Beijing, Carlisle told the Wall Street Journal that 
looking forward from this point, Phelps’ lifetime earnings could be more than 
$100 million. Before this summer, that would never have been considered pos¬ 
sible for a swimmer. 
Now, the key to success will be balancing the pursuit of a lasting public 
presence with the risk of overexposure. Carlisle’s strategy taps into the Internet 
and new global markets — like China — to create unheard-of possibilities for 
Phelps. 
“If they succeed, Carlisle’s handling of the 23-year-old swimmer could be a 
model for managing Olympians,” Deborah Yao wrote for the Associated Press 
on Monday. 
Carlisle’s other high-profile clients include several of Phelps’ fellow Olympic 
swimmers: Crocker, of Portland, the world record holder in the 100-meter but¬ 
terfly, as well as medal-winning swimmers Natalie Coughlin, Kirsty Coventry, 
Katie Hoff, Megan Jendrick, Ryan Lochte and Garrett Weber-Gale. He got his 
start in winter sports and also represents Olympic medal-winning snowboarders 
Kelly Clark, Ross Powers, Danny Kass and Chris Klug. 
Carlisle, who earned a law degree from the University of Maine School of 
Law, is a member of the State Bar Associations for both New Hampshire and 
Maine and serves as an adjunct sports law professor at the University of New 
Hampshire. 
-ALEXANDRA KELLY/THE BATES STUDENT 
The Pop Shoppe 
413 Main Street, Lewiston 777-SHOP 
Tuesday - Sunday 7am-2pm (Breakfast only Sat. & Sun.) 
Welcome Back 
Bates Students! 
25% Discount! * 
Breakfasts 
great pancakes 
homemade combeef hash 
giant omelettes 
homemade sausage 
nutella-banana crepes 
Lunches 
under $5 after 11am 
Tuesday thru Friday 
great burgers 
mac n’ cheese 
hot chicken sandwich 
turkey club 
Evening Reservations 
and Catering 
for parties of 20+ 
people 
Pick your menu. 
You name it 
we got it! 
♦Valid for one Bates student only; without coupon students receive 10% off; expires 09/23/08 
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Peer Writing Program Expands 
Writing assistants earned positive feedback from faculty, students 
CHLOE BOURNE 
STAFF WRITER 
Five minutes after the doors to the 
Peer Writing Center opened last year, 
students seeking help with writing proj¬ 
ects began to arrive. Some wanted to 
brainstorm about an upcoming paper. 
Others needed help with organization 
or editing. The Center’s writing assis¬ 
tants were trained and ready. During 
the Peer; Writing Project’s inaugural year, 
hundreds of one-on-one conferences 
were held in Ladd Library, and even 
more conferences took place within the 
First-Year Seminars. The project’s first 
year was considered a resounding suc¬ 
cess, based on positive feedback from 
students and faculty last year. 
The Peer Writing Project has two 
components. The Peer Writing Center 
in Ladd Library operates from 7 to 11 
p.m., Sunday through Thursday, and is 
adding hours from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sun¬ 
day afternoons this fall. Here, students 
can bring their work to the writing as¬ 
sistants at any stage, from formulating 
the initial concept to editing the final 
paper. The second component consists 
of course writing assistants who serve 
as a direct resource to a specific class. 
According to Joanne Cole, coordi¬ 
nator of the Peer Writing Project, every¬ 
one involved in the program benefits. 
It is a “win-win-win” project, she says. 
Students get helpful advice on their 
writing, participating professors receive 
useful feedback on their students’ writ¬ 
ing experience from the course writing 
assistants, and the writing assistants get 
invaluable experience as peer educa¬ 
tors. 
The Peer Writing Project received 
high praise from the faculty involved. 
Some professors noted an improvement 
in student writing, and others found 
that the writing assistants gave them 
valuable insights about how students 
perceived assignments and the course 
workload. Since last fall, six more pro¬ 
fessors have introduced writing assis¬ 
tants to. their classes. 
Cole said she is privileged to be 
part of a program where the basic prin¬ 
ciple is to extend and enrich the cul¬ 
ture of writing at Bates College. The 
Peer Writing Project initiated insight¬ 
ful conversations about writing across 
campus. What is most exciting about 
the program, Cole says, is that students 
work with other students, and writing 
becomes part of the fabric of campus 
life, not just class life. 
The College sponsored the pro¬ 
gram, Cole says, but it was the com¬ 
mitted writing assistants who got the 
project off to such a great start. Cole 
credits last year’s writing assistants as 
the best ambassadors for the program, 
and notes that she couldn’t be more 
pleased with them. 
According to Flora Chan, a sopho¬ 
more who is beginning her first year as 
a writing assistant, the training program 
is “intense.” She took the Writing and 
Tutoring short term course to prepare 
herself for assisting other writers. Chan 
is one of 39 writing assistants participat¬ 
ing in the project this year. 
The Peer Writing Project hopes to 
build from the successes of last year 
and continue to expand. Cole’s goal 
is to get writers from every class in¬ 
volved. Everyone can benefit from the 
program’s services, even the most ex¬ 
perienced and thoughtful writers. The 
program has increased hours and in¬ 
creased staff by adding eight more writ¬ 
ing assistants. 
Local, Organic Foods Offered in Commons 
Thanks to $2.5 Million Alumni Donation 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
tures, replaced Poland Spring bottled 
water for the third initiative resulting 
from the grant. Once again, Bates was 
their first collegiate customer. Summit 
Spring in Harrison, Maine “is a true well 
in that there’s no aquifers - it’s all grav¬ 
ity fed and it is MOFGA (Maine Organic 
Farmers’ Association) certified,” said 
Schwartz. 
Conceding that bottled water is not 
perfect, Schwartz commented, “At this 
point you really can’t get away from it.” 
Until Bates achieves its stated goal of 
moving to water pitchers and glasses 
for events, “that it’s local, that it’s natu¬ 
rally fed, that we decreased our carbon 
footprint and that it’s organic is as close 
right now as we can get to being as re¬ 
sponsible about water as we can,” she 
explained. 
The most visible impact of the grant 
and the shift to fresh, local ingredients 
is the expanded vegan bar. Schwartz 
admitted, “If I exclude the vegan bar 
from this, pretty much everything we’re 
doing now we were doing in old Com¬ 
mons.” 
The next phase of changes is to 
freeze summer vegetables and fruit in a 
blast chiller purchased with the help of 
the grant. Storing and preserving sum¬ 
mer foods for winter will be “cost ef¬ 
fective [because they will be purchased] 
in season” and it will cut down on the 
“food-miles” that produce has to travel 
when it is shipped from warmer cli¬ 
mates to Maine during the winter, said 
Schwartz. 
Behind the scenes, the Dining Ser¬ 
vices staff does - and has been doing 
for some time - more than most stu¬ 
dents probably realize to ensure that 
food is cooked responsibly and health¬ 
fully. “Before the doors even open,” 
food that “doesn’t look right is sent back 
and either reproduced or not served,” 
explained Schwartz. Any “deviation 
from the standard recipe” is not toler¬ 
ated because of the risk of food aller¬ 
gies, assured Schwartz. Three times per 
meal the temperatures of the foods are 
checked and if a meal is not hot or cold 
enough it will be sent back. 
For every meal, there is an estima¬ 
tion of how much of each item needs 
to be prepared. Leftovers are sent to 
the food bank and food waste is sent to 
a pig farmer. To reduce waste, the staff 
Bates Faces a Housing 
Crunch of its Own 
watches the tray return to take note of 
what food is coming back uneaten and 
what is most popular. 
Chicken tenders, “no matter what 
you put up against them,” said Schwartz, 
remain the favorite. For one meal, 700 
pounds of chicken are prepared. Be¬ 
hind Schwartz’s desk hangs a Tyson cal¬ 
endar. When asked where the chicken 
for Commons comes from Schwartz re¬ 
plied, “I’d rather not tell you,” but she 
later confessed that it does come from 
Tyson because “there are not any local 
chicken farms that can support any vol¬ 
ume at all.” 
None of these initiatives would be 
possible if food preparation were con¬ 
tracted to an outside company. Dining 
Services is, as Schwartz phrased it, “be¬ 
holden to no one” in that they can serve 
Coke and Pepsi without having to make 
a deal with either company and they do 
not have to rely on pre-set menus. 
For example, when Schwartz was 
unable to procure the summer squash 
she had envisioned serving at the Ma¬ 
triculation Dinner, she simply made 
a last minute substitution with green 
beans - local green beans, that is. 
Focus on Food 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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Pam Wichroski. Fearing that they 
would not meet projected demand, 
the school kept searching out avail¬ 
able houses throughout the summer, 
finishing with a total of 15 by late Au¬ 
gust. 
Even though some of these houses 
could fit upwards of ten students, each 
house is allowed a maximum of three 
students due to the Fire Department’s 
life safety code, which restricts more 
than three unrelated individuals living 
together. The houses and apartments 
are coded as simply residential, rather 
than the institutional coding, which al¬ 
lows Bates to put four students in a 
room, as in Smith Hall. 
Finding the available housing 
was only the tip of the iceberg. “Our 
Ground Supervisor, Custodial Super¬ 
visors, and Rental Property Mainte¬ 
nance staff person stepped up to the 
task and were able to get the work 
completed in time for the students to 
■move in,” explained Wichroski. The 
scope of work required in each of the 
houses varied. “Overall, we painted, 
replaced flooring, completed miscel¬ 
laneous carpentry work, electrical 
upgrades, heating upgrades, miscel¬ 
laneous plumbing work, purchased 
and installed furniture and appliances, 
added locking hardware, et cetera.” 
Displaced sophomores and juniors 
were given first pick of which house 
they wanted to live in. Most students 
decided to take the apartments, but 
those who did not were housed first 
during the summer lottery. 
In anticipation of a larger class of 
2012, Dean of Faculty and Vice Presi¬ 
dent for Academic Affairs Jill Reich 
added courses and sections, particu¬ 
larly for First-Year Seminars. Dean 
Reich believes that “As a result of this 
planning, we have added classes this 
year and, as a consequence, the size 
of classes at Bates this fall looks to be 
the same as last year.” Additional fac¬ 
ulty members have also been hired to 
assist with the larger student body. 
Although it seems that an in¬ 
creased first-year class would result 
in more comprehensive fee’s, which 
include tuition as well as room and 
board, Dean of Students Tedd Gound- 
ie believes that increased financial aid 
as well as the lost rent from the Bates- 
owned houses actually cost Bates 
more revenue than it earned. 
Further costs include new faculty, 
compensation for older faculty teach¬ 
ing additional courses, and an outside 
cleaning company that Bates often 
uses for facilities but that is not con¬ 
sidered Bates staff. 
The size of the 2012 class will af¬ 
fect next year's admission. “It is likely 
to result in a slightly smaller class of 
2013, ” said Dean Mitchell. “If I were 
to guess, it would be slightly between 
450 and 475.” 
culture. And we’re learning something 
every time we eat, whether we know 
it or not.” 
As eating is an integral part of hu¬ 
man activity, discussion of food easily 
enters into the classroom in courses 
from all departments! This past spring, 
an interdisciplinary Short Term course 
titled “Food, Culture, and Performance,” 
taught by Visiting Assistant Professor 
Myron Beasley, examined food across 
cultures. The seminar ended with a 
“performative meal” at the Bates Mill. 
The focus began before the start of 
Orientation with the choice of Common 
Reading for this year’s incoming class 
addressing the theme. Students were 
asked to read at least one of three books 
dealing with food as it is used and per¬ 
ceived in the world, and especially the 
United States, today: “Twinkie, Decon¬ 
structed,” by Steve Ettinger, or “The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History 
of Four Meals,” or “In Defense of Food: 
An Eater’s Manifesto,” both by Michael 
Pollan. Pollan will deliver the annual 
Otis Lecture on Monday, Oct. 27. 
In her address at Convocation, Han¬ 
sen chose to offer “no advice at all” to 
the first-year students, instead introduc¬ 
ing the theme with other ongoing ini¬ 
tiatives and relating it to Bates values. 
“Today... where we eat too much and 
too fast and too often alone,” she said, 
“it's crucial to ensure that thoughtful 
and ethical human interacion is still at 
the core of Bates.” 
+ 
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In Scotland, Jason Tsichilis ’09 photographed his three classically beautiful and feminine flatmates and pairs them with the cigarettes and cigars - symbols of masculinity. 
An Exploration Abroad and in the Arts 
SARAH DUNN 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Rarely is a student artist given time simply 
to explore and create without the rigor and limi¬ 
tations of college coursework. Yet Jason Tschilis 
’09, winner of the Barlow Fellowship, was de¬ 
termined to spend his time abroad living out his 
every creative impulse. 
Most often, students enroll in American pro¬ 
grams to provide themselves with the security 
blanket of traveling with a familiar support group. 
However, Tsichilis opted for a more complete im¬ 
mersion. He enrolled in the Glasgow School of 
Art independently, found himself housing and 
planned his own excursions. 
Armed with only a suitcase and a Dunkin’ 
Donuts napkin noting potential roommates, Ja¬ 
son arrived in Scotland. 
The Glasgow School of Art offers a more in¬ 
dividualized program than the more traditional 
one at Bates. Students are largely in charge of 
their own schedules, given an art studio and have 
no classes to attend; there is only the occasional 
tutorial where professors may provide input on 
burgeoning art projects. 
In his small, cubicle-like studio, Tsichilis ex¬ 
plored a number of art forms. From oil painting to 
various collages and ultimately portrait photogra¬ 
phy, he significantly expanded his artistic reper¬ 
toire despite his quite constricting workspace. 
“With the studio I was given it was, about 
learning how to be active in it; making collages, 
painting or sweeping the floors happened all at 
the same time. It was about feeling at home, not 
constrained by the small, dirty space,” said Tsi¬ 
chilis. 
A recipient of the Barlow fellowship, Tsichi¬ 
lis was able to travel to numerous European art 
museums, engrossing himself in artwork he had 
previously only studied in classroom slides and 
lectures. He left inspired by a variety of Europen 
artists, eager to put his growing artistic vision to 
use. 
Tsichilis was particularly inspired by an art¬ 
ist he discovered in Prague, Gregory Crewdson, 
a photographer whose images he described as 
capturing “bizarre and eerie scenes.” 
Attracted to the timeless, emotionally charged 
and challenging nature of portrait photography, 
Tsichilis himself picked up the camera. Prohib¬ 
ited from using the university’s studio space for 
his new project, Tsichilis brought his adventure 
in photography back home. He used Christmas 
lights and a black sheet to create a backdrop. 
One would never guess the homemade nature 
of Tsichilis’ photographic experiment. His por¬ 
traits are striking. He captured close-up images 
of his three female Scottish roommates smoking 
cigarettes and cigars. While Jason was apologetic 
for his lack of professional lighting, it seems that 
the sacrificed ambience allowed for incredible fa¬ 
cial detail, and real, intriguing subjects. Through 
the smoky haze appear three beautiful and cap¬ 
tivating women. 
“I wanted to take three classically beautiful 
and feminine girls and heavy-handedly pair them 
with symbols of masculinity, which explains the 
cigars and cigarette. I was trying to produce a 
stark disjunctive agreement in each portrait,” said 
Tsichilis. 
Now back at Bates, Tsichilis is beginning work 
on his Studio Art thesis. Pleased to once again 
work in the comfort of his Olin Arts space, Tsichi¬ 
lis plans to combine any and all of the techniques 
he explored in Scotland. Bates can undoubtedly 
look forward to yet another experimental master¬ 
piece this year. 
Viva la Coldplay 
ANDREW WILCOX 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
“Viva La Vida or Death and All 
His Friends,” released in June 2008, 
is the sound of Coldplay “taking back 
the glory,” as front man Chris Martin 
commented to television and radio 
personality George Stroumboulopou- 
los. Martin’s assessment seems overly 
bumptious, but the vibe is fitting. 
“We reached the stage where we 
thought, ‘we can’t get much bigger 
so we have to try and get better...we 
need to practice a bit and improve,’ 
commented Martin. A band can only 
be so lucky that their practicing takes 
a backseat to stardom. 
Since their first practice in London 
in 1998 Coldplay has become a house¬ 
hold name. However, there has been 
little digression from the straightfor¬ 
ward soft (even weak) rock and vox 
that brought them fame. Widespread 
enthusiasm for Coldplay began to di¬ 
minish. Musicians called their bluff 
and fans grew apathetic. 
Realizing this devolution, Mar¬ 
tin admitted to Stroumboulopoulos, 
“I was feeling bad because I’m sure 
there’s some l6-year-olds...who say 
they like Coldplay and then take some 
abuse for it on the playground... I re¬ 
ally would like to make them proud.” 
And so came “Viva La Vida.” 
This tabula rasa record sold over 
720,000 copies in its first week on 
store shelves — 316,000 of which 
sold on the album’s debut day in the 
United States, June 17. According to 
New York Times reporter Ben Sisario, 
Apple said “Viva la Vida” had the best 
advance and first-week sales of any al¬ 
bum in the five-year history of iTunes 
(if only “In Rainbows” were released 
on iTunes during its first week...). The 
album has achieved at least Platinum 
status in several countries. In an ob¬ 
jective sense then, “Viva” is a momen¬ 
tum-gaining success for the group. 
It is clear that Viva’s producer, 
Brian Eno, had a deep impact on 
the vibe of the band. At many points 
throughout the record, such as the 
heavy drum slam sessions in “Death 
and All His Friends,” a changed Cold¬ 
play blossoms. There is less and less 
of that insufferable warm, bleeding- 
heart Coldplay nuance. Apparently, 
“actually practicing” helped Coldplay 
loosen their soft rock reins a bit and 
find the fire in their bellies. Martin fi¬ 
nally conjured some lyrics that have 
direction and cause. For example, the 
hit single “Viva La Vida” opens with 
an interesting premise: “I used to rule 
the world/ seas would rise when I 
gave the word/ now in the morning I 
sleep alone/ sweep the streets I used 
to roam.” 
A shift to lyrics with more sub¬ 
stance is a change the band needed, 
and Martin himself will admit that he 
is not much of a lyricist. This is not 
to say he changed stylistically though. 
He maintains that lofty, premature 
grouse (the one that he tries to pass 
off as Thom Yorke or Matthew Bel¬ 
lamy). But, it works. 
In related news, Brooklyn band 
Creaky Boards insisted that much of 
“Viva” was taken from Creaky Boards 
songs after Martin attended one of 
their shows. Of course, this struck 
a temporary blow in the integrity of 
Coldplay and “Viva.” Creaky Boards’ 
claim has been confirmed as blatantly 
false, for Viva’s recordings took place 
months before Martin even saw the 
Creaky Boards perform. Better luck 
next time, Boards. 
For Coldplay, “Viva La Vida or 
Death and All His Friends” is a step 
in the right direction. The album pro¬ 
vides a new source of credibility for 
these international superstars through 
its clear progressions in musical so¬ 
phistication and maturity. If only 
someone had told them earlier that 
even Michael Jordan had to practice, 
at least a little bit. 
It’s Your Body; Own It! 
SEX COLUMNIST 
SASSY SPANKAL0T 
We all know how 
self-conscious humans 
can be; during a hook¬ 
up is no exception. We 
constantly worry about 
our bodies and how 
people see them. Often, 
the hookup is the time 
during which we worry 
most. 
Let’s get straight to it. You are hooking up with some 
person and it is progressing at the pace you want. You tear 
off each other’s clothes, have that awkward moment where 
you are lifting off your top and everything gets stuck. Your 
arrhs are up, making your breasts look slightly oblong. You 
ai;^. afraid your partner in crime, is. noticing, but I assure you 
lie is. not. 
You continue to make out, and there is some nibbling 
and soft sucking on the tongue. You move from the lips 
to the neck still sucking and kissing. There is yet another 
movement up to the ear for some soft, gentle breathing and 
licking. But wait! Stop! Hold up. In your mind you think, 
“Does my ear taste funky? That whole ear wax situation 
cannot be good.” 
Relax, breathe and enjoy what the other person is do¬ 
ing and where he is going. I promise he is so preoccupied 
with achieving satisfaction that he will not notice anything 
negative. So the next time you start to feel “iffy” about your 
body, just enjoy it. 
The person you are with will be turned on by almost 
every inch of you. He wants to explore you, and may not 
always make moves at a slow pace. He wants to see and feel 
it all. If they are passing over those wonderful sweet spots, 
do not be afraid to say, “Go back that felt really good!” 
People like direction. And sometimes a hookup is like a 
blind dog chasing its tail, so do not be afraid of sounding 
like a dominatrix for saying what you want. He wants (and 
may need) to hear it. 
Too many girls go on faking orgasms when just a little 
communication might lead to the real thing. It benefits the 
girl, the guy, and any future girls the guy hooks up with for 
the gitl to be forthcoming about what makes her come. 
So, girls, please remember: do not be self-conscious and 
do not be afraid to tell your partner what you want. Take 
control of your sexuality, of how you like it and when you 
want it. It's your body. Own it. 
Overheard at 
Let’s be honest, it’s probably not that good. 
Girl to friends: Everyone thinks I’m British ’cause I keep talking in a Brit¬ 
ish accent. 
- Smith Parking Lot 
GILF? 
Boy to cute girl: If you’re Grandma looked like you, that would be a smokin’ 
hot Grandma. 
- Outside Commons 
Its 12 o’clock, do you know where your man is? 
Freshman boy on phone to girlfriend: So...Last night I got really drunk and 
passed out in some girl’s bed... Are you mad? 
- Chase Hall 
And they say Bates students aren’t competitive... 
Jealous ex-girlfriend: My Facebook is SO much sharper than hers. 
- Quad Path 
When “just one of the guys” goes a little too far. 
Roommate *1 (male): Where are you gonna keep your tampons? 
Roommate *2 (female): Under the bathroom sink. 
Roomate #3 (male): Huh, I never really thought of you as a menstrator. 
- Wood Street 
Flawless Hair Studio 
265 Pine Street, Lewiston (207) 376-3004 
SPECiAL Of FE R FO R BATES STUDENiS ! 
ONLY! ! 
$21 Women’s Cuts] 
$10 Men’s Cuts I 
mik -im Welcome/In-home Barker/10 Minute Walk jrfm Campus 
■» t 
_l 
THE BATES STUDENT, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 
Submerged in Bates’ Activities Fair 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE STUDENT 
Graham Jones '09 scuba dives in the dunk tank at the Crosstones’ Activities Fair station last Wednesday. 
All That Jazz 
JOE WILLIAMS 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Bates hosted Avashai Cohen Trio, a hip modern jazz band 
with one of the most highly admired jazz bassists in the world 
last Wednesday. 
Avashai Cohen, an Israeli-born jazz bassist and composer, 
styles his complex modern arrangements around emotionally 
drenched bass lines. There was barely a moment in which 
Cohen wasn’t accentuating his notes with dramatic slides 
down the fret board. 
Cohen’s bass playing sat deep inside Mark Guilana’s fren¬ 
zied drum grooves, high in cymbal texture and syncopations. 
Shai Maestro played some wonderful solos on piano, but his 
more direct approach conflicted with the emotional side of 
Cohen and Guilana. 
Cohen has played with modern jazz superstars such as 
Chick Corea and Brad Mehldau. The influence of both is ap¬ 
parent in the composing. Straight-ahead time takes a back 
seat to emotion and chordal decadence. It recalls the ele¬ 
ments of 70s fusion that may strike contemporary listeners 
as sappy. 
The Bates audience seemed to dig it though as the re¬ 
nowned bassist put so much of his heart on display. He 
moved with the bass and clung to the notes. 
In 1996, Cohen played in a band for Danilo Perez, whose 
jazz trio will perform at Bates on Thursday, Sept. 11 at 8 p.m. 
in Olin Arts Center Concert Hall. Danilo Perez has played 
with the likes of Roy Haynes and Wayne shorter, and has 
been nominated for three Grammy awards for his record¬ 
ings. 
“The Last Days of Heath 
Ledger” Relived 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
For the amount of hours that Bates theater 
students put into productions, the actual per¬ 
formance time goes by quickly, concluding af¬ 
ter two or three performances. It is very rare for 
a show to return to the stage. But in the case of 
senior Jake Lewis’ solo piece “The Last Days of 
Heath Ledger,” the show must go on. 
This past weekend, Lewis appeared in three 
encore showings of the play, which he first per¬ 
formed during Short Term as the final product 
of his independent study under the instruction 
of Professor Katalin Vecseyin. 
“The feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive. I’m just glad that people enjoyed the 
show so much. And they seemed to get so much 
create a 25-minute monologue divided into dif¬ 
ferent scenes. Vecseyin contacted Taddeo for 
the rights to perform the play and plans on 
sending her a tape of this fall’s performance, 
which is being edited by Rufat Hasanov ’09. 
“It is such a well-written account, albeit 
somewhat fictional, of a person grappling with 
the power, privilege and pitfalls of celebrity,” 
Lewis said. “It asks the audience to rethink ce¬ 
lebrity gossip culture, to rethink their relation¬ 
ship with individuals they think they know sim¬ 
ply because they have seen them a lot.” 
After the script was created, the heavy lift¬ 
ing for Lewis came in his preparation of the 
part. It was his first time representing a person 
who actually had existed. Lewis fully immersed 
himself in the character as Ledger often did 
with his own roles. 
“Clearly, the main challenge was learning all 
out of it as well,” Lewis said. “The audience has 
managed to grab a lot of different lessons from 
the play, and a different perspective on the lives 
of these people that we see so much of, and yet 
do not really know at all.” 
“The Last Days of Heath Ledger” had a total 
turnout of 120 at its Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
showings. Black Box Theater was completely 
filled 20 minutes before the last performance 
even started. 
The show returned after Technical Director 
Michael Reidy contacted Lewis over the sum¬ 
mer on behalf of the Theater Department and 
asked him to re-perform the show to get in¬ 
coming students excited about the opportuni¬ 
ties of Bates theater. 
“Of course I sprang on the chance to re¬ 
turn to this character, because I’d never had the 
chance to re-run a show after a significant time 
away from it, and since I love the play,” Lewis 
said. 
The script makes several references to Heath 
Ledger’s final role as the Joker in “The Dark 
Knight” and includes a scene in which Ledger 
talks about an interaction with Jack Nicholson, 
who played the Joker in the 1989 version of 
“Batman.” Professor Vecseyin noted that the 
release of “The Dark Knight” this summer may 
have had an effect on the audience’s under¬ 
standing of the script. ‘“The Dark Knight’ came 
out during summer and many people have 
seen it, so the experience of Heath Ledger’s 
performance as the Joker in the movie was still 
very vivid for many of them, including me,” she 
said. “I truly believe that Heath Ledger will be 
nominated for a posthumous Oscar.” 
Lewis was the first to perform “The Last 
Days of Heath Ledger,” since it was not origi¬ 
nally a play. It appeared as an article by Lisa 
Taddeo in “Esquire Magazine” in April 2008 as 
a piece of reported fiction on the end of Led¬ 
ger’s life. 
Lewis and Vecseyin modified the piece to 
RUFAT HASAN0V/C0URTESY PHOTO 
of those lines! A close second was trying to fig¬ 
ure out that accent. I managed to find a bunch 
of Heath Ledger interviews on YouTube, and 
I downloaded them into my iPod and listened 
to them all the time during short term, just to 
listen to him talk,” Lewis said. “It also gave me 
some interesting insights into what he thought 
about certain things.” 
Although Lewis performed solo, there was 
collaboration involved, namely Vecseyin and 
Schuyler Rooth ’ll, who voluntarily served as 
director, stage manager, light and sound board 
operator, set and costume designer and event 
publicist without receiving credit. 
“There is very little that is truly solo about a 
solo performance,” Lewis said. 
Lewis appreciated the chance to give the 
play a second go-around, giving him the op¬ 
portunity to re-examine how he had originally 
approached the part. The second time, he had 
more fun and was able to further perfect the 
role in a more comfortable mindset. 
“I think during Short Term, that Heath Led¬ 
ger was more jaded, more preachy,” Lewis said. 
“This time around, he was still weary and un¬ 
happy, but more conversational - I think he 
was more accessible as a human being, and 
not a celebrity.” 
And what would Heath Ledger think if had 
had the chance to watch this representation? 
“I think he would be proud of the writing. 
But it’s hard to say what he would think of the 
entire endeavor,” Lewis said. “Even in the play, 
there are the lines, ‘And don’t tell me what I 
did.’ Perhaps he would see this as an attempt to 
characterize him unfairly. But I like to think he 
would be appreciative of the redeeming quality 
of the play, that he was not a completely lost 
individual who was so far-gone that he killed 
himself, but rather that he was a confused, 
overwhelmed, and talented young guy. I also 
hope he’d like the accent!” 
Full House for Rich, Rhythmic 
Guitarist at the Village Club Series 
ANDREW WILCOX 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
With the Village Club Series, Bates offers free 
entertainment and refreshments to all students ev¬ 
ery week. The series offers many acts from live mu¬ 
sic to comedy and everything in between. Thursday, 
Sept. 4, marked this year’s first Village Club Series 
in the Benjamin E. Mays Center. Over 200 students 
showed up for Dave Tamkin’s performance - an 
encouraging start to the year. 
Dave Tamkin of Chicago, Illinois has performed 
with several renowned groups like Guster, Rusted 
Root, Fountains of Wayne and Stroke 9, to name 
a few. Thursday night he played his third show at 
Bates. Though he admits to having put on weaker 
shows the past two times due to poor health, he 
proved that the third time is, in fact, the charm. 
Tamkin is known for his incredibly rich and 
rhythmic guitar playing. He is a ferociously skilled 
in the art of looping and being a one-man band. 
Beyond music, he is a natural at crowd banter — an 
intimate performer with some jokes and stories up 
his sleeve. 
Tamkin flew from Chicago to Bates, only to 
leave for Wisconsin the next day. When asked why 
he flew all the way out East just for one show, Tam¬ 
kin commented, “[Bates is] one of the best plac¬ 
es I’ve played,” in terms of program and setting. 
He admires the Village Club Series’ willingness to 
showcase new, unknown acts. He also made a clear 
point to show appreciation for the wonderful musi¬ 
cal setting the Silo offers. 
According to Village Club Series programmer 
Sam Hewett ’09, Tamkin is only the beginning of 
a very “solid semester” of both returning and new 
artists to the Village Club Series. Next week, on 
Sept. 11, the VCS will host the widely accomplished 
folk rock singer/songwriter Edie Carey. Carey of¬ 
fers beautiful, soft acoustic folk music with popular 
songs like “The Night” and “I Need You.” For any¬ 
one who appreciates a pleasurable mix of Alanis 
Morissette and Taylor Swift, next week’s VCS is an 
event not to miss. 
Other semester highlights will include Blue Ju¬ 
piter (the a capella group responsible for the song 
on the Oreo commercial), Australian singer/song¬ 
writer Ry Cuming (soon to perform with Maroon 5 
and Jimmy Buffett), and many more. 
Hopefully, the student turnout this past Thurs¬ 
day will be an indication of VCS nights to come. 
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Eco-Friendly, Merrill 
Surface Benefits Everyone 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
on the track more than once a week 
and cross-training/pool running was 
a staple of any track athlete’s regime. 
This new surface (and the decline 
in injuries it should bring) will help 
Bates to bring a stronger field of run¬ 
ners to each meet. 
The new surface is referred to as 
“Mondo” and is made by a company 
of the same name. Mondo has manu¬ 
factured the track facilities used in 
the past eight Olympics, starting with 
Montreal in 1976, not to mention the 
same surface of Bates’ outdoor track 
located on Russell Street. Mondo is 
the “undisputed world leader in the 
sports rubber flooring sector” accord¬ 
ing to the company’s website, and on 
its surfaces, athletes have set some 
220 world track and field records. 
This may be due to the fact that the 
rubber surface of Mondo is designed 
to retain its cushion for a longer span 
of time than most other surfaces, pro¬ 
viding shock absorption and optimal 
energy return. Many runners consider 
Mondo to be the fastest, most durable 
running surface in existence, accord¬ 
ing to Global Newswire. This cushion 
is what Coach Fereshetian believes 
will allow his men to attain a “higher 
level of fitness” since they will be 
able to train faster and more regu¬ 
larly without having to worry about 
injury. 
These new facilities won’t just 
benefit those who will use the indoor 
space for running. Field athletes will 
enjoy improvements made to the long 
jump pit and landing area, which 
now prevent sand from spreading to 
the track. Also, a springier surface 
not only takes a lot of stress off of 
the jumpers’ and hurdlers’ legs, but 
allows for a more effective take-off 
from the ground. The benefits of the 
new facility will surely extend into 
the outdoor season, since the new 
throwing circle is now big enough to 
be used for the discus throw, which 
is solely an outdoor event, allow¬ 
ing throwers to train even when the 
weather is bad. 
Track isn’t the only sport to ben¬ 
efit from the new indoor facilities. 
Coach Paul Gastonguay of the men’s 
and women’s tennis team is equally 
excited about the new courts. This is 
partly because of the more appealing 
aesthetics. A new black curtain sur¬ 
rounds the track, separating tennis 
athletes from activities taking place 
outside of the courts. The tennis 
courts are now green, and the track 
surface is painted red, sharply high¬ 
lighting both sports. 
“We are all very pleased with the 
professional look of the facility,” said 
Gastonguay. “The tennis surface is 
a multi-surface and will play slower 
than the old surface, but will have a 
true bounce and will take spin. The 
cushioning is superb and will erase 
all of the stress-related injuries that 
we had over the last 12 years”. 
Athletics Director Kevin McHugh 
is also pleased with the new facilities 
for a number of reasons. He hopes 
that the track will improve recruit¬ 
ing after prospective students tour 
Merrill. Also, in line with Bates’ ef¬ 
forts to create a sustainable campus, 
new lighting has been installed. This 
lighting uses half as much energy as 
the old lighting and creates a much 
brighter arena. Environmental impact 
is one of the research areas in which 
Mondo is particularly active. Accord¬ 
ing to the Mondo website, the com¬ 
pany “seeks to eliminate the use of 
all harmful chemical substances and 
to produce completely recyclable 
products.” Thanks to the new track 
and tennis courts in Merrill, Bates can 
now not only be proud of its hard 
working athletes, but also of the fa¬ 
cilities they train on and what these 
facilities represent. 
Women’s Soccer Turns to 
Youngsters for Offense 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
STAFF WRITER 
The women’s soccer team has 
been training hard and hopes to have 
a successful 2008 season. Despite a 
strong finish last fall (the team end¬ 
ed the year with a pair of wins over 
UMaine-Farmington and NESCAC-ri- 
val Colby College), the Bobcats hope 
to improve on last year’s overall re¬ 
cord of 4-10 and their 1-8 mark in the 
NESCAC. 
Bates had just seven goal scorers 
last year. Four of the seven are not 
on the roster this season, including 
the team’s top three goal scorers Ali 
Emery ’08, Molly Wagner ’08 and Amy 
Werblin ’09. The loss of the top point 
producers means the team needs the 
underclassmen to step up and pro¬ 
vide the offense with more firepower. 
The Bobcats must get as many players 
involved in the offense as possible so 
as to spread out the scoring and put 
less pressure on the top players. The 
team will be led this season by tri¬ 
captains Julie Brown ’09, Caitlin Mc¬ 
Mahon ’09 and Avery Pierce ’10. 
The women’s team will be put to 
the test when it begins the season on 
Saturday, Sept. 13 at home against 
Williams College. Williams went 17-1 
(9-0 in conference play) last season, 
winning the NESCAC Championship 
before losing in the third round of 
the NCAA Tournament. 
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Devon Dills - ’ll 
This is, Devon 
Dills’ first year at 
Bates College. He 
is a transfer student 
from Vanderbilt Uni¬ 
versity. In the first 
race of his Bates 
career, Dilts took 
home first place 
in the sophomore 
wave at the Bates/ 
Colby Wave Race, 
posting the fastest 
time of the day for 
any runner (14:42). 
Women’s XC Shows Promise 
in First Meet of Season 
TOM LEONARD/COURTESY PHOTO TOM LEONARD/COURTESY PHOTO 
Coach Fereshetian at the start of Bates’ alumni meet. Abby Samuelson ’10 finishes the race on the new surface. 
C.J. MURRAY 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
After a successful 2007 season, the 
women’s cross country team is looking 
for their third New England top-ten fin¬ 
ish in three years. The team will be lead 
by Co-Captains Allie Goldstein ’09, Ali¬ 
son Leonard TO and Abby Samuelson 
TO. Other top returnees include juniors 
Katie Bash and Esther Kendall, as well 
as sophomore Jen Mitton. 
The team’s first competition of the 
season was against Colby last Saturday 
at the Bates/Colby Class Wave Race. 
The meet, which was hosted by Bates 
at Pineland Farms in New Gloucester, 
Maine, was the first of its kind and had 
an interesting structure. Instead of one 
large 5-k race, the meet involved three 
separate 2.3 mile races in which first- 
years raced against first-years, sopho¬ 
mores against sophomores, and upper¬ 
classmen against upperclassmen. 
While Colby ended up winning the 
meet by 2 points, the Bates women 
ended the day with much to be excited 
about. First-year Jenny Monsulick won 
the freshman wave in an impressive 
15:19, and Mitton was the third sopho¬ 
more in 15:03. The fastest times of the 
day came from the junior/senior wave 
where Samuelson was second (14:17), 
and Bash and Kendall were sixth (14:37) 
and seventh (14:41) respectively. 
With the Class Wave Meet over and 
the season in progress, the team is look¬ 
ing forward to their first regular meet of 
the season at Tufts on Saturday. 
Field Hockey Wins 
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Rachel Gardner ’09 jogs after a ball in practice. 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
Bates field hockey blanked 
UMaine-Farmington 2-0 on Sunday, 
with goals from Kelly McManus T2 
and Emily Sampson ’09. After a hotly 
contested first half, Bates led by one 
thanks to McManus’ tally, but the Bob¬ 
cats outshot Farmington 18-5 in the 
second frame. Sampson’s goal came 
on a penalty comer seven minutes into 
the second half. Goalie Katie McEnroe 
earned the shutout (the first of her ca¬ 
reer) with 5 saves on the day. 
Veteran leadership looks to be a re¬ 
current theme this season for a squad 
that graduated only four starters last 
May. Co-Captains Abby Childs and Ra¬ 
chel Greenwood and seniors Rachel 
Gardner and Emily Sampson lead a rel¬ 
atively experienced team that fell short 
of qualifying for the NESCAC Champi¬ 
onship a year ago. 
The team plays Babson on the 
road on Thursday before their first in¬ 
conference challenge this Saturday, a 
home game against Williams. 
Football Ready 
for Season 
ERIC ARMSTRONG 
STAFF WRITER 
As the football team prepares for the 
upcoming season, the team sees its stron¬ 
gest asset as the tremendous athleticism 
that pervades the starting lineup. 
The starting quarterback position, left 
vacant by the record-setting Brandon Co¬ 
lon ’08, will be filled by either Ryan Larsen 
’ll or Ryan Katon T2. Ross Van Horn ’08 
will be missed as tight end, but the team 
seems to believe Sean Wirth TO is qualified 
to replace him. Despite the lack of experi¬ 
ence at these positions, Coach Mark Hard¬ 
man is optimistic about the team’s offensive 
capabilities, citing the wide receivers as the 
team’s strongest position. 
Captain Coleman Peeke ’09 will lead 
the team’s defensive efforts as an inside 
linebacker and as the defense’s designated 
play-caller. The defensive backfield is an¬ 
other strength of the team with returning 
players Kyle McAllister TO and Bill Jennings 
TO set to serve as effective bulwarks at the 
position. 
Coaching changes may also play a part 
in Bobcat success. Edwin Thompson has 
been hired to coach the running backs, 
Daryle Weiss the offensive line and Nate 
Munzing the outside linebackers. 
The team will host an annual scrim¬ 
mage against Colby on Friday at 4 p.m., 
with the first game of the season on Sept. 
20 at Trinity. 
the Tone for 2008-2009 Byrnes Sets 
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thing really unique. This is not to say that 
the accomplishments of the aforemen¬ 
tioned alumni are common or mundane, 
but a gold medal is forever. No matter 
what he goes on to do in his life, Byrnes 
will always be a gold medalist. From the 
school’s perspective, Bates and the col¬ 
lege’s athletic department can now claim 
to have graduated gold medal talent. 
In an intreview with the Office of 
Communications and Media Relations 
Byrnes said of his time at Bates: 
“Although Bates is a D3 school, it has 
a very strong athletics program and the 
rowing team has the attftude and rigor 
that is characteristic of the top rowing 
programs in the country... Bates has a 
very strong rowing program and I was 
glad to be a part of it. It was the first pro¬ 
gram I was a part of where we had a very 
well-structured training program with 
specific weight training and ergometer 
goals. Coach Carter put a lot of thought 
into his training program. It is very similar 
to the type of program we use on the na¬ 
tional team... Rowing is a team sport and 
a great athlete is the result of the people 
who have pushed him along the way.” 
And with that, the year has begun. 
Bates is 1/1 with a gold medal. Byrnes’ 
statement was clearly very tactful and pre¬ 
meditated, but it was refreshing neverthe¬ 
less. I will confess that it came as news to 
me that Bates had a “very strong athletics 
program,” but if gold medalist Andrew 
Byrnes thinks we are world class then I 
will take his word for it. Similarly, Andrew, 
spellcheck does not like the word “ergom¬ 
eter” one bit, but I am going to trust you. 
If we continue to compete on the 
same plain as Byrnes, I think we are des¬ 
tined for a national championship in ev¬ 
ery varsity sport Bates offers (and some 
that it doesn’t). Of course, this is about as 
realistic as Sarah Palin relinquishing her 
grip on that moose burger she is having 
for dinner right now. 
Still, Byrnes’ gold is not a bad start to 
the year. That our teams are employing 
training tactics used by world champion 
national teams bodes well for the college 
and hopefully for the upcoming cam¬ 
paign. 
With a little luck we can build upon 
Byrnes’ success. Then maybe, just maybe, 
we can bridge the gap between Bates 
athletics and the lifestyle described in the 
Rhythmic African Poetry of Mase. 
“See I rep the most high, still I am 
the most fly/ I win so much they wanna 
know who I’m coached by” 
Welcome back, welcome back, wel¬ 
come back. 
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Men’s XC Opens Season with Win over Colby 
KATIE BASH 
STAFF WRITER 
Men’s cross country got off to a 
running start on Saturday, beating 
Colby College in a dual meet held at 
Bates’ home course at Pineland Farms 
in New Gloucester, Maine. This un¬ 
conventional meet featured a 2.83 
mile course and was comprised of a 
series of wave races, with first-years 
racing first-years, sophomores racing 
sophomores and upperclassmen rac¬ 
ing upperclassmen. 
This was the perfect opportunity 
for the men to stretch their legs and 
partake in a little friendly rivalry. Al¬ 
though the garnet harriers graduated 
a talented class of distance runners, 
including NCAA Championship quali¬ 
fier Matt Dunlap ’08, as well as Harri¬ 
son Little ’08, Tim McCall ’08, Andrew 
Percy ’08 and Will Vitti '08, the team 
showed great promise for the upcom¬ 
ing season. 
“(We have] a very talented class 
of freshmen,” said Head Coach A1 
Fereshetian. “It will be exciting to 
watch them develop.” 
In the first-year race, Sean Col- 
ligan ’12 and Peter Corcoran T2 
finished tied for first with a time of 
14:59, followed by Ben Chebot ’12 at 
15:05 and Troy Calandra ’12 in 15:08. 
The men added another 1-2-3 sweep 
in the sophomore race led by Devin 
Dilts ’ll who posted the fastest men’s 
time of the day at 14:42. He was fol¬ 
lowed by Ben Taska ’ll in 15:23 and 
Tom Esponnette ’ll in 15:28. Dilts 
is a transfer student from Vanderbilt 
University and should prove useful in 
leading the team to success in 2008. 
Other strong performances of the 
day included Patrick Foster ’09, who 
ran 15:06, the fastest time for Bates in 
the senior race. Foster, who accord¬ 
ing to Co-Captain C.J. Murray ’09 has 
immense talent but is rather injury- 
prone, will surely be a great contribu¬ 
tor to the team if he can stay healthy. 
Dillon Tung ’09 also performed 
admirably. Tung has been a very con¬ 
sistent and important member of the 
men’s cross country and track teams 
and was one of the seven men to 
run in the NCAA Regional Meet last 
November where the team finished 
10th. 
According to Coach Feresetian, 
another person to look out for this 
season will be Doug Brecher ’10. 
“Doug should develop into one of the 
premier cross country runners in New 
England,” said Feresetian. 
Brecher had a very successful 2007 
campaign, narrowly missing qualifying 
for the National Championship meet. 
According to Murray, Brechet had .a 
bit of a rough race this past Saturday 
due to a series of foot injuries • 
Murray is dealing with som: inju¬ 
ries of his own. He has been .nv on 
and off over the past year du^ to a 
recurrent knee injury but continues 
to lead the team. Co-Captain Michael 
Watson ’09 contracted Lyme Disease 
over the summer and has not yet be¬ 
gun competing. Coach Fereshetian 
believes that once he has his ath¬ 
letes healthy” the Bobcat men will be 
poised for a successful season. 
Bates races next weekend at the 
Tufts Invitational in Grafton, Mass. 
Men on a Mission 
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Co-Captains Nate Kellogg ’09 and Clark Winchell ’09 running in practice. Kellogg and Winchel hope to lead their team to the conference playoffs this season. 
HARRY POOLE 
STAFF WRITER 
With a disappointing 2007 season 
behind them, the men’s soccer team 
has set the bar high for 2008. The team 
graduated a group of key players in 
Brent Morin, Rob Monroe, Aaron Schle¬ 
icher and Duane Pelz, but Co-Captains 
Clark Winchell ’09 and Nate Kellogg 
’09 like what they see from the 2008 
squad. 
The 2007 team struggled with 
meshing their incredible individual tal¬ 
ent, but Kellogg sees the 2008 team as 
a stronger cohesive unit with the abil¬ 
ity to achieve the success that eluded 
them in 2007. 
“We really will try to focus oh being 
a team and the importance of every¬ 
one being on the same page,” said Kel¬ 
logg. “Every single player is key to the 
puzzle. We really believe that the guys 
on the end of the bench are equally 
important as the starters.” 
With strong senior leadership from 
Kellogg and Winchell, the team has the 
confidence they were missing through¬ 
out much of the 2007 season. 
Bates opens their season on 
Wednesday with a home game against 
UMaine-Farmington. The first NESCAC 
contest is Saturday, Sept. 13 against 
Williams. 
“Every in-conference game will be 
a battle,” said Kellogg. “So we will need 
to be at our best for the full ninety min¬ 
utes in each contest. That being said, 
I feel that if we play the way we can 
play, we will have success again.” 
Back on TVack in Merrill; Athletes and 
Coaches Pleased with New Surface 
KATIE BASH 
STAFF WRITER 
“It’s like hitting your shins repeat¬ 
edly with a brick.” This is how one 
track athlete described his experi¬ 
ence training on the old indoor track 
and is the reason why in June of this 
year Mike Gustin, Project Manager of 
the Physical Plant, oversaw the start 
of construction on a new indoor track 
and tennis facility in Merrill Gymna¬ 
sium. 
The old gym facilities were built in 
1981 and at that time were state of the 
art. In fact, the first NCAA Division III 
indoor track and field championship 
was hosted by Bates in 1985. Since 
then it has been hard for many teams 
to find a reason to come to Maine to 
compete on the increasingly rigid and 
worn down ruba-turf track. Accord¬ 
ing to A1 Fereshetian, the men’s cross 
country and track coach, the indoor 
facilities had barely been touched 
since their construction 27 years ago, 
with the exception of a fresh coat of 
paint in the early 90s. 
Women’s cross country and track 
coach Jay Hartshorn said that, with 
the new track “we’ll be able to host 
more meets and get more teams up 
to Maine, which is sometimes chal¬ 
lenging.” 
The need for renovations in Merrill 
Gym had been discussed for several 
years, but it was not until the past year 
or so that Bates acquired adequate 
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Runners practicing on the new track in Merrill. The new surface cost an estimated $900,000 
funding and set aside an appropriate 
time to begin work. Doug Ginevan, 
Assistant Vice President for Financial 
Planning and Analysis at Bates, esti¬ 
mated that the project would reach 
its budget of $900,000 once it was fi¬ 
nally complete, but if you ask many 
Bates athletes and facility-users this is 
a small price to pay. 
The new facilities will allow for 
much better training conditions, ulti¬ 
mately decreasing the amount of inju¬ 
ries sustained by athletes utilizing the 
space. In the 2007-2008 indoor track 
season alone, Coach Fereshetian es¬ 
timated some “10 guys with shin 
splints and other injuries” who were 
barely able to compete by the end 
of the season. In fact, the distance 
runners on the team would not train 
See MERRILL SURFACE, page 7 
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MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS 
EDITOR 
Well. Here we go 
again. 
Or as the artist formally known as 
Mase might say: 
“Welcome back, welcome back/ Wel¬ 
come back ../ I see the girls in the club, 
they gettin’ wild for me/ And all the pretty 
chicks all wanna smile at me” 
Okay. So perhaps the lyrical genius 
of Mase doesn’t perfectly fit our situation 
(at least not mine). But we are back at 
school and regardless of whether charm¬ 
ing members of the opposite sex are “get¬ 
tin’ wild” for us, I think must of us are 
excited to be here. 
While it’s difficult to imagine in this 
80-degree heat whilst lounging in the 
shade of the library quad - or in my case 
sweltering in the jungle crack den that is 
my off-campus residence - Fall is on the 
way. Soon we’ll be able to wear sweat¬ 
shirts to class, taste the crispness in the 
air, sip on refreshing and locally pressed 
organic apple cider and watch the tight 
spirals of footballs, arcing silhouetted 
against an October sky before plunking 
soundlessly into the sure hands of garnet- 
kitted receivers (we hope). 
With the coming of autumn and the 
changing of the leaves also comes an 
abundance of opportunity. Every student 
begins the year with a 4.0, every team 
starts undefeated and every player re¬ 
mains tied for the league lead in goals, 
interceptions, kills, tackles, assists, saves 
and receiving touchdowns. 
Nothing is impossible. No girl too 
pretty. No class too difficult. No halfback 
too shifty. No opponent too strong. 
Another year. Another season. Anoth¬ 
er opportunity for perfection. For some, 
a chance at redemption. For others, the 
pressure to repeat past success. 
At Bates, this confidence is palpable. 
Everyone has a little kick in their step 
and amongst our student athletes, hope 
springs eternal. 
What most of us don’t know is that 
Bates’ 2008-2009 athletic campaign began 
nearly a month ago. 1 don’t refer to the in¬ 
tense regimes of summer running and lift¬ 
ing to which Bates’ Fall athletes hopefully 
subscribed. I mean that while the rest of 
us were comfortably at home for the sum¬ 
mer, working at ice cream parlors, cloth¬ 
ing boutiques, summer camps and high 
pressure internships, one Bates athlete 
had already begun competition. In fact, 
before a member of the class of 2012 ate a 
meal in commons or a Batesie visited the 
bookstore or Caitlin McMahon touched a 
soccer ball, a member of the Bates com¬ 
munity had reached what he described as 
“the pinnacle of amateur sport.” 
On Sunday, Aug. 18, Andrew Byrnes, 
Bates class of 2005, won a gold medal for 
his home nation of Canada in the 29th 
Olympiad in Beijing in eight-man row¬ 
ing. 
Let the record reflect that Byrnes is 
not one of those alums who pops up on 
our radar because Bates higher-ups were 
digging around for a new profile to post 
on the school website. We all know the 
great producer Kevin Jackson ’01 and 
Brad Wolansky ’86 of Orvis lore because 
we see their grinning mugs eveiy time we 
want to check our e-mail. Similarly, Byrnes 
isn’t a wildly famous alum like Bryant 
Gumbel or David Hasselhoff (yes! David 
Hasselhoff went to Bates! Why don’t we 
talk about this more?) who seems so ir¬ 
relevant and out of touch we aren’t even 
sure for what they are famous. 
No. This is the real deal. This is some¬ 
one close enough in age to be relatable, 
who knows and attended the same Bates 
we know'and who accomplished some- 
See BYRNES, page 7 
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